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Taxpayer co
€70m a

Dan Danaher

THE early decommissioning.of
-an ESB wind farm in South Gal-
way could resultin an overall tax-
payer bill of up to €70 million, a
locallobhy group has claimed.
Following a lump sum fine
of €5 million and a daily fine of
€15,000 plus Jegal costs imposed
by the European Court of Justice
ruling in November 2019, the
[ jen Wind Farm has now
incurredabill of €17,845,7779 for
the state.
The penaltiesverelevied after
it found Ireland had failed to com-
plywithaprevious courtrulingin
relation to the wind farm where
alandglide occurred during con-
struction in 2003,
David Murray from the South

Galway Flood Relief Committee |

estimates when fines, early de-
commissioning sccounting for

a €10 million loss apmually over b Eeiy.

the life time of the wind farm,

consultants fees and resolution |

of turbary right are factored in,

the final bill and loss of earnings

]tibuld bein the region of €70 mil-
on.’

The ESB, through its wholly
owned subsidiary Gort Wind-
farms Ltd, has confirmed it will
decommission the Derrybrien
Wind Farm in South Galway.

Thisfollows on from the recent
decision of An Bord Pleangla not
to grant substitute consent fol-
lowing an application by Gort
Windfarms Limited in response
to a notice served by Galway
County Council.

“ESB consequently paused op-
eration of Following
careful consideration ESB has
now decided to decommission

“ESB will now prepare forthé
decommissioning of the 70 wind,
turbinesinaccordance with plan-
ning laws and regulations,” said
an ESB spokesman.

The capacity of the wind farm

L

- . - v
The Derrybirien mudslide pushes up against a house in 2003,

was 58.5MW. Windfarms have
a typical lifespan for 20 years
bt that can be extended by an-
other few years, In its substitute
consent i the ESB in-
dicated a time frame of 2040 for
decommissioning, which means
the company will incur signifi-
cantlossurem‘mngﬂ:mughearly

decommissioning.

Inits ruling, An Bord Pleandla
stated it is not satisfied that ex-
ceptional circumstances exist
that would justify the grant of
substitute consent, specifically
due to the significant effects on
the environment, which occurred
as a result of the 2003 peat slide
event during the early stages of
the construction phase of the
development and that the works
undertaken in the early stages of

the construction phase had.ox:

contributed to the unacceptable
direct and indirect residual ef-
fects on the environment.

While recommencement of
construction was undertakén
and with remedial works asso-
ciated with the peat slide event
incorporated into the develop~
ment, the board stated this does
not fully mitigate the significant

The application to the board
relates toa 70-turbine wind farm,
substations, overhead grid ¢on-
nection, associated infrastrue-
ture, tree felling and site wqrks,
including emergency and reme-
dial works undertaken following
the occurrence of a peat slide in
October 2003.

A peat slide event occyrred in

‘Oétdbar 2003 during g excavation”

workin the vicinity of T68 on the
south side of the site.

Aecording to the board, ap-
proximately 450,000 tonnes
of peat were disturbed over an
area of about 25 hectares and it
resulted in the mass movement
of ¢.250,000 tonnes of material,

downslope in a south east arc.

on to lands located between the
wind farm site and Flaggy Bridge

-glong the R335 via Black Road.

“The event was esacerbated
by heavy rainfall in late October
2003, which in turn extended
the spatial extenit of the slippage
along the Owendululleagh River,
with fine peat sediments reach-
ing Kinvarra Bay to the NW via
Lough Cutraand the Gort/Beagh
river systems.

The slippage resitlted in the
deposition” of peat along the

uld foot
bill

Photogra,ph by John Kelly

of aquatic speciesand diminntion
of water quality.

“A geries of stabi-
lisation and containment works
were undertaken in the imme-
diate aftermath of the slippage
including the construction of 8
x barrages and peat repositories
which were used to contain and
gtore the mobile material with
four barrages remaining in place.

“When construction works re-
sumed in 2004 following exten-
give geotechnical and peat stabil-
ity surveys, itwas decided toomit
T16 and some access tracks as a
precautionary measure.”

Mr Murrgy said the decom-
missioning of the wind farm
has sent shock waves across the

Committee’s claims. .

“green planning” sector and
has left a lot of people ouiraged
at the waste and their growing
ESB bills, The South Galway
Flood relief conmittee is asking
for those accoyuntable t0 be held

disaster”.

“Since the first diggers tore |
into the miountain high-ground
in 2003, it became an
ized development. Wheh the sub-

t landslide happened in
October that year, it should have |
been stopped. They shouldn’t
have dug tens of kilometres of
new drains some two to three me-
treswideand two to threemetres
deep, again unauthorised.
to engage in any progressive way
with local community concerns |
from Derrybrien Action group |
and the South Galway Flood Re-

“The only option that was left
to the community was to go to
Europe to get support on the sit-
uatio;

n.
_ “If the ESB had engaged and
concerns, wewouldn't
be where weare today. -

“The South Galway commu-
nities have paid the price (and
continue to pay the price) of the
impact on the wind farm. In July,
last year the ESB put up notices
effectively halting local turf cut-
ting on the mountain due to peat
instability, another slap in the
face, without any.notice/consul-
tation,

“The lowering of water tables
and extensive draining contin-
ues to increase the flood risk
for South Galway. It's not just
the communities that has paid’
the price, the environment has
also paid a heavy price with the
landslide destroying water life
throughout the catchment and
increasing the silting in the un-
derground network.”

The ESB declined to comment
on the South Galway Flood Relief
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